February 12, 2009
Governor David A. Paterson

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Paterson:

As a community member, I am aware that Alice Hyde Medical Center faces challenges each day as they work hard to provide care for those living and visiting the North Country. Rural hospitals and nursing homes like ours are under tremendous financial strain because insurance companies and the state and federal health programs don’t pay the full costs of providing care and treatment.  

I am writing to urge you to eliminate the proposed nursing home funding cuts in the 2009-2010 Executive Budget. These cuts would be devastating to Alice Hyde Nursing Home—together, taxes and cuts would mean a loss of nearly $1.2 million and the loss will compound each year until rates are rebased again. 

In addition, I urge you to act to ensure that all federal Medicaid dollars received by New York State through a federal stimulus package are used for Medicaid health care services. 
We understand the need for State budget reform, but cutting the institutions that provide vital services to the elderly will diminish Alice Hyde’s ability to care for our residents, especially at a time when expenses are increasing. Cuts of this magnitude simply cannot be withstood.

Your anticipated support is appreciated.

Sincerely, 

